
Watruction of a Belicoptcr and Tr~a&uznLC uzdczr 
Section 170(a)(2) of the l?czvatia aad Taxatioll Code 
axi Ordinams Xo. 538.2 of the Coun*J of Ziverside 

Your latter of D~ce.&er 23, 1331, relates t.k claim 
of a taqayer for raa33esswent of progmzty dmaged bq' calamity, 
2zvailGe zku z%GatfoxL Co&, cectiorr 170(a) (2). S~t3CifiCd.i~~, 
the prowrty was a helicopter Sxxt wifs ccnpletsly Ciestioy& ds 
the restit of a cr&h caused by rcechanical fail~o. 

InitiaU;(, you have noted that SS 023. Cal. Atty. 
&z2. 327 at 332 titsrprets a casualty as *...Su3t about soy 
loss ark&g throuc$a the action of natural phyejical forces so 
loxzg a3 the elenfznt of mexpectedness is prt3senta. Mere tize 
k-ltornoy General wa8 relying on i~terpretatiom of the casualty 
103s regulations under the Internal I*veni;s Code. An apparent 
conflict ari3es because it now appears that the Internal Rs~ei3ue 
Service has broadaned *eFr iaterrpretaticm of ca3ualty to 
Llcluda losses arisFng from rmn-xmda causes. 

Wi3 have searched our files for other county inquiries 
ok the same subject and found two sttch sitazations. The first 
involved the sudden il3~ess and death of a horse whereby we 
iigreed wit& th0 county that rcassossizent was appropriatz. 'The 
3ccond dealt with a theft without recovery and agab we were 
ix~ ngr eemnt that to the contrary roassesslnsnt would xmt be 
szopcr. Both af the conclusions were reached with reliaxe cm 
eh-c opiixion of the Attorney Gene-al sinoa that ol"fice functions ’ 
as our lqal mlvisor. 
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asisffo&unQ is co~rrly linJerntocd to 
sigaify aiivzrsity that bofallo oae ia 
6.n unpMictablo or clwnc~ zzaailer, 
ariskg by iwsidcat or without the 
will ox concurrence of the peruo3 tiIo * 
sufferzi from it. 

Yiais &ftii*fon tias then shortened to provide Em direct 
answer to quk3sti.o~ ndaber onlz of the opinion. I& titirjc: that 
it COVBTS -tima hsUco#er situation becams the crash was 
urqrsdictable ad you bar- -a PO indicati-;>a ti9at thz szechax3idal 
failura wa3 deliSeratily causd. 

We raalfza that this comzltmign is perhaps brdadar 
than a strict limitation to %atural or physical forces*, but 
still well wiw tim Attorney General's oi~kk.kxk. 

Very trxly yours, 

Jztrims Bi. Willies 
TaxCounsel 

bc: m. Gordon P. Melman 
Hr. %bert B. ‘Gustafson 
id.lF. Verne Walton 
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